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ADVANCE PAYMENTS. 

Our subscribers will please note particularly the date 
opposite their names, on the paper, It signifies the time 
to which they have paid.’ By our terms, money paid 
after three months from such date must be at the rate of 
$8 ayear, It is hardly necessary to add that $1.25 at 
the end of six months pays for only five months’ paper. 
Money sent by mail, when properly sealed and direct- 
ed, is at our risk, Money orders, or drafts for large 
amounts, payable to our order, are preferred. 
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Special Notice. 

In reply to inquiries, we would say that the FARMER 
will be sent to all subscribers until a discontinuance is 
ordered, The date to which payment is made is given 
on each paper, so that every subscriber can ascertain for 
himself the time when his subscriptionends. All money 
sent us within a short time of the commencement of the 
subscription will be regarded as in advance. We would 
also state that our lowest and only terms are given on 
our third page. We have no Club Terms. We have 
fixed our rates as low as the times will allow, and we 
give our readers their full money's worth. 





ag@See Third Page for Terms, &c..e” 
Subscribers will observe the date on the labels 
with which their papers are addressed, This date is the 
time to which the subscription is paid. When a new 
payment is made, this date will be immediately 
altered, so that the label is a constant receipt 
im full for the time which the subscriber has paid, 





— Etlitoriat, 


THH BEST BREEDS OF COWS. 


_ HERE are now several distinct 
_y races of cattle in the country 
‘% possessing very different char- 
\ acteristics and properties, and it 
becomes an interesting and import- 
ant question to the farmer, what 
breed shall I keep and raise? 
To answer this question intelligent- 





ly, several circumstances must be taken into 
consideration. In the first place, for what 
purpose does the farmer raise his™stock? Is 
it for the shambles, or for general dairy pur- 
poses, or to furnish milk for the market ? 

If it is for beef, the animal that will make 
the most beef at the least expense of keeping, 
and in the shortest time, will be sought. 


that will yield the largest amount of these 
products, at the least cost, and which possess 
the requisite hardiness and the least liability 
to disease, will best meet this object. If it is 
to furnish milk for the market, then quantity 
of milk, rather than the quality is sought, and 
those cows. that yield the largest quantity, and 
continue the flow the longest will be preferred. 

But these are not the only circumstances to 
be taken into the account. The soil, the cli- 
mate, the facilities for reaching the market, 
and the probability that the progeny will pos- 
sess the qualities of the parents, must also be 
considered. 

We have, first, the native stock; by which 
we mean that which descended from the im- 
portations of the early settlers, and which con- 
stituted nearly the whole stock in the country 
previous to the close of the last war with Eng- 
land in 1815. This stock is of moderate size, 
hardy and weN acclimated, and among it may 
be found many superior animals both for beef 
and the dairy ; but in general they are deficient 
in beauty of form, and in thosé points that are 
desired by the butcher, and their progeny is of 
very uncertain character. 

Next we have the Durham or Short-horns, a 
large, thrifty breed of cattle, that make fine 
oxen and yield a large amount of beef. They 
are less hardy than the native race in the colder 
parts of the country, and require high keeping. 
Where climate and soil are suited to them, 
they probably meet the wants of both the dairy 
and the beef raiser better than any other breed. 

The Devons are a beautiful and hardy race, 
smaller than the Durhams, giving less milk, 
but of a richer quality, and they arrive at ma- 
turity earlier. They are easily kept in good 
condition, and generally, in the colder parts 
of the country, are fitted for the butcher a 
year earlier than the Durhams. They are ac- 
tive and docile, and the oxen make fine work- 
ers. 
The Ayrshires are slightly larger than the 
Devons, less symmetrical in form, but hardy 
and active, and yield a larger quantity of milk, 
at the same cost of keeping, than any other 
breed which we have. Individuals may be 
found among the native stock that will yield 
as large a quantity of milk as any of the Ayr- 
shires, but the quality of yielding a large quan- 
tity of milk has become so well established in 
the Ayrshire breed, that we may breed from 
them with much greater certainty of retaining 
this quality than from the best of the native 
stock. They fatten easily when not giving 
milk, and make good beef. 

The Jerseys are a small race of animals, 
with but little beauty of form, except when 


young, and possessing at no period of life the 
the points desired by the butcher. They are 
of but little value either for veal or beef, and 
they consume more food than any other breed 
among us, in proportion to their weight. But 





ers, believing it cheaper than to raise them 
himself. This class of men will generally, in 
New England, keepthe Ayrshire cows or their 
grades, and we think they will find that the 
more Ayrshire blood they get the better their 
wants will be met. In the lower part of the 
valley of the Connecticut, in the neighbor- 
hood of New York, Philadelphia or Cincin- 
natti, where there is an abundance of rich 
pasturage, they will prefer the Short-horns or 
their grades, because while they give an equal 
quantity of milk, their calves are worth more 
for veal, and the cows themselves, when they 
cease to give milk, are worth more for beef. 

If the ‘object is butter making, the same 
considerations of soil and climate will go far 
to decide what breed shall be kept. Where 
the soil and climate are suited to them, the 
Short-horns or their grades will be chosen. In 
the colder States the Devons or their grades 


their cream added of 

herd, makes the butter of the better, 
Those who keep one or two cows for the use 
of the family, will be glad to get Alderneys, 
on account of the superior quality of both the 
milk and butter,—beef and veal being of no 
consideration with such, in comparison to the 
quality of the milk and butter. 

The stock raisers, too, must be governed 
by considerations of soil and climate. The 
Vermont stock raisers generally prefer the 
Devons on account of their hardiness and early 
maturity, believing that they yield a better re- 
turn for the cost of keeping than the larger 
breeds. In Western New York, Pennsylva- 
nia, Ohio, Illinois and Kentucky, the Short- 
horns are justly preferred. In these States 
we find the most magnificent specimens of this 
race. Their pastures afford the very condi- 
tions they need. Hence the breeders of these 
States attach but little value to the smaller 
breeds. 

The question, then, which is the best breed 
of cows, like the question, which is the best 
grape, must be answered by reference to lo- 
cal considerations. There is no one breed of 
cattle, and no one grape that is best through- 
out our widely extended country, ‘with its 
great diversity of soil and climate. That 
breed of plant is best for any locality that is 
best suited to the soil or climate, or that can 
best resist the obstacles to its thrift and popu- 
lation. We will close with a single remark— 
never keep a poor cow of any breed, and es- 
pecially never attempt to raise her progeny. 
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is for making butter and cheese, the breed | 








their milk is richer than that of any of the 
larger breeds. Their food seems to be ex- 
pended largely in elaborating butter, which 
often constitutes from twenty to twenty-five 
per cent. of their milk. They commence to 
breed very young, and when well kept con- 
tinue to give a good quantity of milk through 
the year. In quantity their milk is less than 
the Ayrshires and Durhams. 

The Dutch breed, recently introduced is a 
large race, well fitted for beef, and yield a 
large quantity of milk, but requiring rich pas- 
tures and high feed. 

Some fancy breeds, as the Kerry and the 
Britanny, fitted rather for the park and the 
lawn than for the farm, have lately been in- 
troduced. 

We said that soil and climate must be taken 
into consideration. The larger breeds are 
found most profitable where they can be sus- 
tained upon rich pasturage during a large part 
of the year, or upon intervales and river bot- 
toms, which yield large quantities of good 
hay and roots for the long winters. Upon 
rocky hills and in a cold climate, where the 
grass starts late, and the cattle must be taken 
early from the pasture and then fed upon hay 
of an inferior quality, smaller breeds will 
thrive better and yield better returns for the 
cost of keeping. 

But what is the object of the farmer in 
keeping stock? If he is near the market, 
where his milk can be daily served to his cus- 
tomers, and where the butcher will pay the 
highest price for his calves, he will raise but lit- 
tle stock, and make only butter for lis own 
family, if he even do that. He will seek for 
those cows that will yicld the most milk, with- 
out reference to beef, or the quality of the 
milk. He is satisfied with any cow that will 
fill his pail at a reasonable cost of keeping, 
without regard to breed or grade. He will go 
among the beef raisers or dairymen, and pur- 
chase those that have the points of large 
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THE GREAT FARMERS’ CONVENTION. 
Mancuesrer, N. H., Dec. 29, 1868. 
Gentlemen :—I came here yesterday to at- 
tend a gathering of the farmers of New 
Hampshire, under a call of the State Society. 
You have given the object of the meeting in a 
former number of the Farmer. The hotel 
registers, last evening, indicated that a general 
interest was felt in this gathering, as many 
persons had already arrived, and numerous 
applications had been made for rooms. The 
late train last evening, and the early ones this 
morning brought in many from every quarter 
of the State. I was glad to see gentlemen 
from our own State, and from Maine, present, 
and expressing an interest in the success of 
this gathering. 
The Convention assembled at Smyth’s Hall 
at eleven o'clock this morning, and was called 
to order by Aaron Youn, Esq., Secretary 
of the State Agricultural Society. Mr. Hayes, 
of Portsmouth, introduced a resolution nomi- 
nating the following list of officers, who were 
unanimously elected :— 
Prestpent—Gen. Nat HEAD. 
Vice-PaEstpents—Rockingham Co.—C. H. Healey, 
Stratham; Strafford Co., H. K. Roberts, Rollineford; 
Carroll Co., J. W.M. Pitman, Bartlett; Ly tay, 
Chas, 8. George, Barostead; Merrimack Co., Moses 
Humphrey, Concord; Hillsborough Co., Nahum Childs, 
Temple; Cheshire Co., Dr. J. Kittredge, Keene ; Sulli- 
van Co., Robert Ewell, a Grafton Co., D.C. 
Churchill, Lyme; Coos Co., B. H. Piastead, Jefferson. 
SEcRETARIES—James O. Adams, Manchester; Aaron 
Young, Portsmouth; O. A. J. Vaughan, Laconia. 
Presidents of County Societies and delegates 
were invited to take seats on the platform. 
On taking the chair, Gen. Head spoke of 
the objects of the Convention, alluded to the 
agricultural and industrial position of New 
Hampshire as compared with other States, 
and welcomed the gentlemen from abroad who 
were present to address the Convention or to 
take part in its discussions. He also suggested 
the expediency of petitioning the legislature of 
the State for the appointment of a Board of 
Agriculture. 
At the close of his address, the President 
introduced Josern B. Waker, Esq., of Con- 
cord, who read an interesting paper on the 
history and culture of Indian Corn, which was 
listened to with close attention. Numerous 
questions were put to him in regard to details 
in the manner of cultivation, varieties, ma- 
nures used, &c. The discussion of the sub- 
ject of the essay was continued until the hour 
of adjournment for dinner arrived. 
At half past 2, Mr. Brown, of Concord, 
Mass., read a paper upon Artificial Fertilizers. 
He was followed by A. G. Hirx, of North 
Wrentham, Mass., in an exceedingly interest- 
ing Essay upon Fish Culture. . 
The subject of fertilizers was then resumed, 
and was participated in by Messrs. Bartierr, 
of Warner, Day, of Boxford, Mass., CLoven, 
of Canterbury; Jameson, of Antrim; Hum- 
purey, of Concord, and Goopate, of Antrim. 
This evening there is to be a lecture upon the 
“‘Structure and Diseases of the Horse’s Foot,” 
by Dr. Tuomas Crosny, of Agricultural Col- 
lege, and as the time is at hand, I must close 


this letter to go and hear it. 


Truly yours, Simon Brown. 


Messrs. R. P. Eaton & Co, 





The foregoing letter from Mr. Brown was 
intended for the last week’s paper, but was not 
received in season. As no further communi- 
cation has been received from him up to the 
time of preparing copy for this page we con- 
dense the following further particulars from 
the report of the Boston Daily Journal, which 
gives the following synopsis of Mr, Walker's 
address :— 


He stated that the first Indian corn crop in this 
country was raised on the James River, in Vir- 
ginia, in 1608. This grain, he continued, is very 
flexible in its nature, and easily accommodates 
itself to various circamstances. In Spain, one 
hundred and twenty varieties of corn have been 
found, and there are probably as many kinds in 
this coultry. It is useless in New Hampshire to 
plant any variety of corn that requires more than 


one hundred and fifty days ne and ma- 


turing. It should not be planted until the ground 
has a warmth of sixty-eight degrees. The Indian 
rule for planting corn—when the leaves of the 
birches are as large as a mouse’s car—is a better 
criterion for the farmer than the almanac. Corn 
uires a deep, rich, warm, mellow and loamy 
soil. The manures best adapted for the raising of 
this cereal are those of the barn and stable. Arti- 
ficial fertilizers are expensive and oftentimes of an 
inferiorquality. Coarse and lumpy manures gould 
be avoided. e number of bushels of corn which 
have been raised to the acre vary from 10 to 150, 
and even to 200 bushels. The cost of raising corn 
in this State has been estimated all the way from 
twelve anda half cents to one dollar a bushel. 
The er’stated that his experience had con- 
rt Rew tine fr seventeen 
raised in New re for seventy- 
bushel. In 1860 there were raised in this State 


128,000 bushels of rye, 238,000 of wheat, 1,329,000 
of oats, and 1,414,000 of corn. The value of the 
latter was more than twice that of the oats or the 


cereal so valuable for the farmers of our 
Se tale en Yadien oot, yet in 1860 the amount 
wn in New Hampshire 
t is estimated that the farmers of this male ey 
lars for corn imported to make Se Te 
ED ete part tee 
discussion arose ; ’ ’ 
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| class of horses in your State are worth a large 
| sum of money. Must that class of animals be 
| pushed aside at your agricultural fairs because 


} 
| 


| 


j 
} 


| who honorably engage in it. 






ject in a very instructive manner. 


Cogswell of Gilmanton, James O, Adams of Manches- 


| Horses,” by Col. T. 8. Lang of Vassalboro’, Me. 
| This was one of the most interesting features of the 
| meeting, and was listened to with the closest at- 
| tention to the last. 


| and 75,000 in New Hampshire. Twenty per cent. 


calculated to lower or degrade those engaged in it. 
| On the contrary, the speaker considered it a noble 





| platform and inviting gentlemen to ask questions 
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aa the afternoon Hon. Simon Brown of ag rm 
usetts read a vi Fyrom: | essay upon ‘‘Ar- 
tificial Fertilisers.” He ee most of the 
failures in the use of artificial fertilizers were ow- 
ing to the manner in which “ are engages. 
If properly used he conside them of great 
anes test is to ascertain 7s anes 
crop e foreign manure, or g8 
yiancod tania up toa point where farm dressin 
will keep them productive. The farmer shoul 
depend mainly upon home manures, but there are 
many eases where artificial fertilizers can be used 
toa advantage. The offal of our sea shores 
and the refuse of certain factories can be obtained 
without great expense by the farmers in such lo- 
calities. Swamp muck is alsoa valuable fertilizer. 
After Mr. Brown had concluded, A. G. Hills of 
North Wrentham, Mass., read an entertaining es- 
say upon “Fish Culture.” The speaker gave an 
account of his observations on the su in Eu- 
rope, and also a history of Pisciculture in this 
country. He icted this branch of home 
industry would one day become one of the im- 
portant agricultural pursuits of our people. In 
many places the speaker believed that an acre of 
water could be made as remunerative to the farmer 
as an acre of land. : 
After the above essay there was a spirited debate 
upon fertilizers. Col. David M. Clough of Canter- 


bury thought there was altogether too much de- 
pendence placed fertilizers. He 




















‘ : ’ 0 4s ill 
have become simply horse shows, and are little or 
no benefit to the ers, As @ member of the 
Legislature he opposed the establishment of the 
Agricultural College, and he now believed it would 
be a failure because it was all science and no prac- 
tice, He wished that the twenty thousand dollars 
which the State annually spends for a useless mil- 
~ 3 system could be devoted to the interests of 


agriculture. 

Further remarks were made by N. W. C. Jame- 
son of Antrim, Hon. Moses Humphrey of Con- 
cord, J. F. Chase of Deering, D. W. Goodell of 
Antrim, and others. 

In the evening Rev. Asa D, Smith, D. D., President 
of Dartmouth College, spoke about half an hour, 
in which he explained the present condition of the 
Agricultural College, and gave a very favorable 
view of its prospects. 

President Smith was followed by Prof. Thomas 
R. Crosby, M.D., of the Agricultural College, 
who gave a very entertaining lecture upon the 
Structure and Diseases of the Horse’s Foot. He 

skeletons with which he illustrated his sub- 
This topic 
was also discussed by Dr. George B. Loring of 
Massachusetts and Col. T. 8. Lang of Maine. 





Second Day. 
At a meeting of the State Agricultural Soci- 
ety this morning, the following officers were 
chosen for the ensuing year :— 


PRESIDENT—Gen. Nat Head of Hookect. 
SecrETARY—Aaron Young of Portsmouth. 
TREASURER—George W. Riddle of Manchester. 
Directors—W arren F. Daniell of Franklin, Jas. W. 


ter, Virgil C, Gilman of Nashua, Alonzo Nute of Farm- 
ington. 


A committee of ten was appointed to repre- 
sent the farmers before the General Court. 


Dr. Henry Boynton of Woodstock, Vermont, 
then delivered a very interesting lecture on Sheep 
Raising. In commencing, he humorously re- 
marked that when a pound of butter was worth 
more than a pound of wool, and a nice Shanghae 
rooster more than a sheep, it might not be consid- 
ered a favorable time for discussing the subject | 
which he had selected. He then spoke of the meat | 
producing power of sheep which was greater than | 
that of the cow. This fact had been established | 
beyond a doubt. In roasting, 100 pounds of beef | 
would lose eight pounds, while the same amount | 
of mutton would lose only five pounds. These by | 
some persons might be considered small matters, | 
but they were among those which underlie 
the industrial economy of the country. The 
speaker admitted that the wool interest now labored 
undesa severe depression, but all pursuits had their 
ups and downs. He was confident, however, that a 
better time for wool raisers was surely coming. 
One year alone should not be looked at asa guide, 
but the results of a series of years should be con- | 
sidered. During the fifty years preceding 1860, | 
wool raising was found profitable in New Eng-4 
lacd. There is no doubt, if political interests ool 
not allowed to disturb the industrial interests of | 
the country, but what the next twenty-five or fifty | 
years, will show a good return for the labor of | 
sheep husbandry in this State. There have been | 
and there will be fluctuations in the wool tariff un- 
til we can get a set of men in Con who will 
learn the agricultural interests of the country and 
have On mage. Sung.  ctees Se New 
E will always have, to 2 considerable ex- 
tent, a meat eating people. This article of food, 
for various reasons, is gradually becoming more 
expensive, and the value of sheep is enhanced in 
the same proportion. In considering what kind of | 
sheep to keep, the farmer should consult the soil, | 
the climate and the market. These points will al- | 
ways guide him in the selection of his animals. | 
Having got the breed of sheep adapted to your | 
farm, hold on to them, and in the end they will | 
pay. The speaker was opposed to the crossing of 
the Merinos and the long-wooled sheep. It was ad- | 
mitted that wool could be raised cheaper in the | 
West and at the South than in New England, but | 
the animals raised here have been, and always will 
be superior to those bred in other sections of the 
country. Solong as the world stands there will al- | 
ways be acall for New England sheep. In closing, | 
Dr. Boynton expressed the hope that the New| 
Hampshire farmers would never abandon sheep 
raising. 

After the above address, Hon. Mr. French of 
Massachusetts made some remarks on special fer- 
tilizers. 

The proceedings of the Convention in the after- 
noon opened with an essay on “The Raising of 








Col. Lang treated his topic in 
a most thorough and intelligent manner. The 
many points connected with so broad a subject 
were seyerally taken up and discussed with a 
keenness and —— that delighted the entire 
audience. The speaker gave his own experience 
in the raising of horses, and also the result of his 
observations in Europe. In closing, he remarked 
that there were probably 100,000 horses in Maine 


of them are undoubtedly bred for speed. That 


you cannot find men talented enough to separate 
the exercise and trials of speed of fast horses from 
the evils which often attend them? He did not 
believe that the raising of horses was a pursuit 


occupation, calculated to elevate and purify all 


Hon. Henry F. French, of Boston, next gave an 
entertaining and instructive address on “Drainage.” 
After some general remarks on the subject, he 
stated that all land which in the growing season 
of the year has water within two feet of the sur- 
face can be benefited by drainage. Yet it is not 
certain that all such land will pay tor that improve- 
ment. All swampy and springy lands, and those 
having ‘“‘runs’’ on them, are suitable for drainage. 
In New Hampshire the rain fall is about 42 inches 
per year. The address here turned into a very 
practical discussion, Mr. French remaining on the 


on the subject of drainage, or to give their experi- 
rience in that direction, Among those who parti- 
cipated in the discussion were Hon. Reed P. Clark 
of Derry, Jom Mills of Milford, Dr. Boynton of 
Vermont and William H. Hills of Plaistow. 

In the evening a communication was read from 
Hon. John D. Lyman, Secretary of State, offering 
one hundred “dollars in four premiums for traces 
of one hundred ears of corn. 

Remarks were made by J. O. Adams of Man- 
chester, C. H. Hayes and Mr. Lyman. This was 
followed by a brief essay on Fertilizers, by S, L. 
Goodale of Saco, Me., reciting the most available 
preparations, and discussing their constituents and 
value. He was followed by Dr. George B. Loring 
of Massachusetts, in an instructive and valuable 
address on the kinds of cattle suitable to our north- 
ern climate, and the manner of ing. 

It was voted to hold a similar meeting next 
year, and the officers of the Convention were au- 
thorized to arrange and give notice. 





FARMING IN NEW BRUNSWICK, 

In a very business-like and intelligent re- 
port by Arch’d Harrison of the Sunbury, New 
Brunswick, Agricultural Society, published in 
the Fredericton Colonial Farmer, we find 
some statements which may interest our read- 
ers, especially as much less is known of far- 
ming at the far ‘‘East” than of those in most 
other parts of the North American continent, 
either West or South. 


It appears that although this society holds 
an annual Fair, all its available funds are ex- 
pended in the purchase of stock, seeds, &e. 
Animals thus bought by the society aré sold to 
invidual farmers, on condition that they shall 
be kept in the Province a specified number of 
years. During the past year the society has 
introduced into the district of Sunbury, one 
pure bred Durham bull and a heifer calf, four 
Leicester and two Cotswold rams, one grade 
calf, four Berkshire boar pigs and five sows. 
Twenty bushels of choice seed wheat were 
also procured and sold by the society, Might 
not our own county societies do something of this 
kind to the advantage of many individual far- 
mers who have not the time or means to hunt up 
and buy such animals or seeds as they would 
be glad to make an experiment with, if they 
could procure them on favorable terms, as to 
price and time of payment? 

On account of short seasons, the district of 
Sunbury is not well adapted to grain orroots, but 
is good for grass. The average crop of hay 
the past season is stated at one and a half to 
three tons p@r acre. Still fair crops of wheat, 


beans, potatoes, turnips, carrots, mangolds, 
blood beets, &c., are raised. The Secretary 
remarks :— 

Barley is not sown to any greatextent. In some 
instances the season, the crop was good; in 
others very light; from 30 to 50 bushels per acre. 
Of Indian corn there is but litule planted, although 
more last ed than the year previous. Returns 
are good, in and quantity. The pota- 
to crop in almost every instance was good; far 
superior to that of last year. Returns from 200 to 

bushels per acre, according to variety. The 
turnip crop the past season was in a great many 
instances a total failure. Some fields had the a 
of a fair crop, but when pulled, nearly 
25 per cent. were diseased. Stock are in 
a measure supplanting them. Mangold Wurtzels 
are also on the decrease; they do not seem to 
grow as formerly, and are extremely exhausting 
to the soil. The raising of blood beets is on the in- 
crease. oar are superior to the M Id Wurt- 
zel for feeding; the returns being fully equal. 
Carrots, although a very troublesome crop, are 
really a paying onc; the returns from 500 to 600 
bushels per acre. 

At the annual exhibition of the Socicty, last 

fall, there were 317 entries; an merease of 


nearly fifty per cent. over last year. The 


The same causes may have had more to do 
. . < 
than is generally supposed in producing the 
present stampede among the fine-wool growers 
of the United States. The wheat purchased 
by the Society this year was eagerly bought 
by farmers, and the crops have been satisfac- 
tory. It is expected that a much greater 
breadth will be sown next season. In only 
two instances had this year’s crop been 
threshed, showing in one ease, returns of 19 
bushels and in the other 16 bushels from one 

of sowing. 

Sate or Cnorce Srock.—A few week since 
we noticed the arrival in Canada of Short- 
horned and Jersey cattle, Cotswold and other 
sheep, Suffolk horses, &c., purchased in Eng- 
land by Mr. M. H. Cochrane, for his farm in 
Compton, C. E., at an expense of some $15,- 
000 in gold. From his stock we learn that 
he has recently made the following sales : 

To H. C. Burleigh, Fairfield, and G. G. Shores, 
of Waterville, née, his entire herd of Herefords, 
consisting of fourteen animals. The above won 
first class prizes in all their classes and the State 
Gold Medal at Rochester, N. Y., this season. 

To A. R. Duncan of Towanda, Il!., one imported 
heifer, Wharfdale Rose. 

To J. H. Pickrell, Harristown, Ill., the imported 
yearling bull, Baron Booth, of Lancaster, winner 
of first prizes wherever shown. 

To A. I. Hallet, West Waterville, Me., one im- 
ported Cotswold ewe; one imported Oxford Down 
ewe; one imported Lincoln ewe, and one Cotswold 
ram lamb. 


To E. G. Bedford, Paris, Ky., three imported 
Berkshire swine, one boar and two sows. 


Sunriowers vs. Miasm. — The Prairie 
Farmer has an article upon sunflowers and 
other quick growing plants which present a 
large surface of leaves and flowers to the at- 
mosphere, as a means of absorbing and neu- 
tralizing malarious miasms. Several interest- 
ing facts are quoted in favor of this idea, and 


| the question is asked if a belt of sunflowers 


around the Eternal City would render it secure 
from the air coming from the Pontine Marshes, 
as its walls of stone protected it from the in- 
vasions of its enemies? Here is a new field 
opened for scientific investigation. It is com- 
mended to the attention of the friends of 
“Social Science.” 





CHURNING MILK. 

Can you or any of your numerous correspon- 
dents tell me anything about the churning of 
milk for the purpose of making butter? Can it 
be made practicable and profitable? If so, it will 
remove one serious objection to keeping dairies— 
that of the great amount of labor required. If 
the milk can be churned by horse or other power, 
it would save a great deal of hard work. 

Cornwall, Vt., Dec. 21, 1868. N. B. Dovetas. 

Remarks.—The idea of churning the whole 

milk in the manufacture of butter is not a new 
one. We believe that it has long been practiced 
in some of the dairies in Holland. Over thirty 
years ago we saw the apparatus by which the milk 
was churned by a farmer in Michigan who sold 
butter to regular customers in Detroit, but we did 
not learn the particulars of the process. But we 
remember that some of the neighboring dairy 
women spoke of it as saving much hard work. 
In an agricultural address by J. Stanton Gould, 
President of the New York State Agricultural 
Society, we find a statement that may be interest- 
ing to our correspondent, although we feel obliged 
to say that we regard the writer as taking very 
strong ground in favor of churning milk. The 
fact that so few dairymen adopt this process is 
sufficient in our minds to qualify any very san- 
guine anticipations of the superior advantages of 
that process. 
Mr. Gould says that James Toller, of Oswegat- 
chie, N. Y., the township in which the village of 
Ogdensburg is situated, strains his milk into 
churns, and when sour, but before it is loppered, 
churns the entire mass. On the 10th of September 
he strained 208 quarts of milk into pans, and 
when the cream had all risen it was skimmed off 
and churned. The amount of butter obtained was 
174 pounds. On the ensuing day he strained 208 
quarts of milk into churns, which, as soon as it 
became sour, he churned and obtained 19} pounds 
of butter. This is a fair sample of a great number 
of experiments on record, which are intended to 
test this question. Mr. Toller’s experiment shows 
that 10 per cent. more butter was obtained by 
churning the entire milk than when the cream only 
was churned. Experiments vary with respect to 
the percentage more or less, but every carefully 
performed experiment that I have seen myself, or 
that has been recorded, demonstrates that from 
eight to twelve per cent. more butter is obtained 
by churning the entire milk, and it is equally cer- 
tain that as a whole its quality is better, its flavor 
more delicate, and it will keep longer without 
change. The labor of churning so large a mass 
is indeed greater, but when this operation is per- 
formed by water power, or by animals, this is of 
no consequence; on the other hand it supercedes 
the labor of skimming the milk and washing the 
pans, which make no inconsiderable items in the 
labors of the dairymaid. I think there can be no 
doubt that this is the best mode of making butter, 
both with respect to economy of labor and to the 
quantity and quality of the butter. 

In “Milch Cows and Dairy Farming,” Mr. Flint 
says, “dn some sections the milk is churned soon 
after milking; in others, the night’s and morning’s 
milk are mixed together and churned at noon; in 
others, the cream is allowed to rise, when the 
milk is curdled, and cream, curd and whey, are 
all churned together.” 

If any of the readers of the Farmer have had 
experience in making butter from the whole milk, 
we hope they will respond to the request of Mr. 
Douglas. 





BITING HORSES. 


I have a fine mare six years old, which has a 
bad habit of biting. Although we raised her, she 
never showed any signs of a disposition to bite 
before this fall. The habit appears to be growing 
upon her. Is there anything I can do to stop it? 
I noticed worms in the manure this morning about 
an inch long, which I supposed to be pin worms 
What is the best oo give for the worms? Do 
you think the worms have anything to do with her 
being cross? If you will answer these questions 
through the columns of the New Enoianp Far- 
MER you Will greatly oblige a 

Youne Farmer. 

West Brookfield, Mass., Dec. 12, 1868. 

RemMARKs.—We have never owned nor driven a 
horse seriously addicted to this bad habit; but we 
have known of animals which were not safe with- 
out a muzzle. When once the habit is firmly es- 
tablished we know of no cure. If any of the 
readers of the FARMER do, we hope they will re- 
spond to Young Farmer’s request. Here, as else- 
where, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure. Biting is usually the consequence of 
natural viciousness, or a habit induced by the 
teasing of boys or thoughtless men. Mr. Stewart, 
in his “Stable Economy,” says, “I have seen biters 
punished until they trembled in every joint, and 
were ready to drop, but have never, in any case, 
known them cured by this treatment, or by any 
other. The lash is forgotten in an hour, and the 
horse is as ready and determined to repeat the 
offence as before. He appears nnable to resist 
temptation, and in its worst form, biting is a spe- 
cies of insanity.” Mr. Youatt says, “kindness 
will aggravate the evil, and no degree of severity 
will correct it,” He, however, recommends the 
Rarey system for training vicious horses, with 








oats, barley, buckwheat, Indian corn, peas, 


straps, &c, After the horse is down, he says the 


sara rsctere seb 









operator should confine his treatment to lifting the 
head, bringing it close down to his own body as 
he sets upon his shoulder, and forcing both of the 
jaws into immediate and repeated contact. 

‘When we consider the danger from this habit, it 
is surprising that so many will tickle and pinch 
horses merely to see them resent the indignity. 
Such horse-play should be carefally ayoided by 
every one that has anything to do with a horse, 
unless it is desirable to educate him into absolute 
vicionsness. 





‘{GILT-EDGED BUTTER.”—HOW TO MAKE GOOD 
j BUTTER. 
' The inquiries and remarks about “gilt-edged 
butter” in the Fanwer of D: ber.26, reminded 
me of a little story I once heard of an old Quaker, 
who sent his two daughters to hear a lecturer who 
had acquired a “gilt-edged” reputation. After 
a oe ee” to the flowing discourse, the 
went home, As customary the father in- 
quired about the lecture, and asked his daughters 









-| what valuable information they had gained. After 


& moment’s hesitation, one of them exclaimed, 
~*“Oh, Pa, if you could have been there! Mr. —— 
the most id looking man we ever saw ; he 
onds, had a foreign air, and said 
ful things 








we can't tell one 





well, ch en p stay at home here 
after, and not attend any more lectures which are 
too beautiful to be useful.” 

I suppose “gilt-edged” butter, like the lecture, 
is so beautiful that nobody can tell anything about 
it. Just as likely as not it is nothing but butter | 
of a very good quality. I hope not one of the | 
neat, tidy women in Vermont, or in any other | 
State, will think they cannot make nice butter, 
because they are not able to produce this inde- 
scribable, genteel, “‘gilt-edged” article. 

I advise the consumers of the “gilt-edged” hut- 
ter of Faneuil Hall, not to crack up their inde- 
scribable commodity too high, for we poor farmers’ 
wives, who live in rickety houses, do our washing 
and scrubbing, mind our own healthy babies, 
sometimes think that we eat just as good sweet, 
wholesome butter of our own making, as that en- 
joyed by those who live in marble palaces and pay 
the “‘gilt-edged” prices of a fancy market-man,— 
butter, too, that is made by a process that can be 
described and taught to our daughters. That it 
requires care and neatness, we are perfectly willing 
to admit. When I milk our cow, which I often 
do, 1 am very careful not to get any chaff or other 
barn dirt into the milk pail. As soon as possible 
after the milk is drawn, I strain it into well washed 
and scalded tin pans, filling them about half full. 
I set the milk in a clean, cool room where nothing 
else is kept. When the milk has yielded all its 
cream, I skim it off and deposit it in a tin pail. 
In warm weather I hitch a rope to the pail, and let 
it down part way into the well. Every time I put 
cream into the pail I stir it gently. When a sufti- 
cient quantity is accumulated, generally once in 
three days,—as I don't think cream ought to be 
kept over that length of time in warm weather,— | 
I put it into a clean churn that has stood with cold | 
water in it overnight. Sometimes I throw a hand- | 
ful of salt into the cream. My butter always | 
comes quick enough, After draining the butter- | 
milk from the churn, I put half a pailful of cold | 
water into the churn, then turn the crank back | 
and forward a few times, and draw off the water. | 
This is repeated again, when I remove the butter 
from the churn with a wooden paddle to a tray | 
half fall of cold water. 1 sprinkle salt into the| 
water, and work the butter over with the paddle, | 
pouring off the water and adding more until it is | 
free from buttermilk. Ithen salt it, and if I want | 
a little extra touch I add one large spoonful of | 
white sugar to cach pound of butter. The next} 
morning early I put it up in plain lumps or lay it | 
down in a vessel. During the whole process 1 | 
never touch it with my hands. } 

From November 15, 1867, to May 14, 1868, I 
made and sold $40 worth of butter trom our cow, | 
which was then farrow. Our family numbered | 
four, and we used all the butter we wanted. The | 
butter sold more than paid for the cow, and the! 
milk and butter we used we thought paid for her | 
keeping. Mus. Tr 
ading, Mass., Dec., 1868. 





A FARMER’S EXPERIENCE AND CONFESSION. 

The deep interest which, from boyhood, I have 
taken in agriculture, and the great number of ex- 
periments which I had tried and seen tried, make 
me often, when reading agricultural papers, feel a 
desire to furnish an item or two; but the constant | 
flow of business so completely occupies my time 
that I have been compelled to forego this pleasure. 
The saving thing about it, however, is the thought 
that the public do not lose much by it. 
» Dec. 20, 1868. 











doubt, es cous of many who read the Far- 
MER. 


¥ pane es 


A VILLAGE 


Our illustration this week represents a some- | 
what more showy and expensive house than | 
most of the series which was designed by Mr. | 
Geo. E, Harney, and which have been occa- | 
sionally published in the Farmer during the | 
few years past. His object in this plan is to | 
furnish accommodations particularly adapted | 
to the wants of the village or suburban resi- | 
dent. The plan is nearly square, measuring 
30 by 36 feet, The front door is recessed 
three feet, and opens into a vestibule, No. 2, 
six feet wide. On the left the parlor, No. 
3, 14 feet by 20, connecting by means of 
glazed folding doors with the library, No. 4, 
10 by 14 feet. On the right of the vestibule | 
is the dining-room, No. 5, 14 feet by 16, and | 
back of the dining-room is the kitchen, No. | 
6, 15 feet by 16. 
is a passage containing cupboards for china. | 
The kitchen is furnished with a large store- 


Between these two rooms| 


closet, and a sink, and pump. In order to 
economise room, we have provided but one 
staircase and have placed it in a convenient 
but retired position in the rear hall, No. 7, 
separated from the vestibule by a glazed door. 
For sleeping accommodation we have provided 
four thambers, with closets, and a bathing- 
room on the second floor, and three chambers, 
and a clothing-room in the attics, making in 


arrangements 80 that she cannot wheel round from 
me. In this position [ hold it till she gives un 
struggling, then let it down. After a few trials 
the slightest touch on her thigh will remind her 
that she is perfectly under her master’s control, 
and will generaliy become as gentile as a lamb. 
The idea of holding a kicking cow’s leg by main 
strength may appear somewhat Samsonian to those 
who have never tried it. But if the leg is grasped 
firmly and lifted at once high enough, they will 
find no difficulty in doing it. In a case like his I 
should stand by the side of the cow, place my left 
hand firmly on her thigh and commence milking 
with the other hand, when I should be all ready 
for the struggle, which would not be long or hard. 
Rozbury, Vt., Dec. 30, 1563. W. 1. Simonps. 





COST OF RAISING PORK. 
I have this day killed my. pigs, and think| 


they have done very well, considering all things. 

ReManxs.—The above, which closes a business ol 

letter recently received, expresses, we have nO|y got them 34 
} dttseed 6198. 


were months and ten daysold. I ne 
them days. The two weighed when! 
nds. They weighed when| 


1 have Kept an accouut with aon} 


we cannot endorse the remark that the | It may be interesting to others :— 


public do not lose much by the neglect to “furnish 
an item or two” from personal experience and ob- 


servation, or by way of comment on the “items” | Dec. 


which others furnish. Another farmer in sending 


| us a communication, closes with the playful re- | 


mark, “I can talk it, but you see I can’t write it.” | 





May 20, 1868, To paid for pigs. ......66 $ 8.00) 
Aug.-Oct to 450 Me meal... . 5. +s 12.12 
Nov.-Dec. 15 bush. corr, 8s, 19 96 | 
26, “ Dutchesing ...0.56-+sees6 150) 

se al 

$41.55 | 


} 
They had plenty of milk all of the time, and while | 
I was husking I fed them nothing but soft corn for | 


| Here, then, is the trouble with farmers. They | one month. The meal charged was some that I/ 





have little time to write, and when they do attempt | 
to write they fear it will not do to let it go just as 
they would “talk it,” and so get snarled up in their | 
attempt to “write a composition,” orto spell every | 
word just as the dictionary does. Let the spelling | 
and the grammar take care of themselves. Plant 

the facts firmly on the paper, just as they come to 

mind, and leave the “office editor” and the printers 

to fix the spelling and syntax. In this way you) 
can save time, and furnish facts and suggestions | 
that will instruct and interest others. | 





SUNCOOK VALLEY. 
Whilst renewing my subscription, I take the op- | 


Suncook Valley. 


iT 


portunity of sending a few items of news from the | 


If any of the readers of the} 
New Enoianp Farmer do not know where the | 


bought, and the corn I raised and had ground. 
he meal I scalded after it began to be cold weath- | 
er. The pigs were a mixture of the common breed 
and Chester County. If you think the above, 
which is my first attempt at writing for a paper, 


worthy of note, you may putin shape for your 
Extracts and Replies. Su RmscrRiBeu. } 
Rockingham, Vt., Dec. 26, 1868. 





HOP DRYER. | 

Will you be so kind as to allow me to inquire 
through the Farmer where the machine known | 
as “‘Wise’s Hop-dryer” may be found ? | 
Boston, Dec. 21, 1868. 


AGRICULTURAL ITEMS. 
—The first shipment of wheat from Chicago was 
78 bushels in 1838. This year the amount shipped 


SUBSCRIBER. | 





Suncook Valley is, they will see by looking at the | is 50,000,000. 


map of New Hampshire, that the river which gives 
it its name takes its rise at the foot of Belknap 
Mountain, flows in a southwesterly direction and | 


empties into the Merrimac at Hookset, eight miles | fields, of hay-fed animals on grass lots, and the 


below Concord. 
This river affords some of the best hydraulic | 


privileges in the State. A railroad from Suncook | 





—Every part feeds a part. Hence put the drop- | 
pings of grain-fed animals on corn and wheat | 


droppings of forests on orchards. 


—Mr. Henry T. Brown, Providence, R. I., has} 


village, on the Concord road, to Pittsfield, is to be | sold the Ayrshire bull calf McDuff, 264, a prize | 


constructed thecoming year. Pittsfield, which isthe | taxer at the late New England Fair, to Nelson! 


central town of the valley, is sixteen miles from 
the Concord road. 


Within the past two months a Walling, Milbury, Mass. | 























ond nine and a half. 


















RESIDENCE. 


all seven chambers; a large number for a 
house of this size. 

















q 


A 


The first story is ten feet high, and the 
Built of wood, with 
slate roof, Mr. Harney estimated that this 
house would cost from $3800 to 4000, with 
materials and labor at the usual prices pre- 
vious to the late war. 


sec- 


Correspontence, 


For the New England Farmer. 


REMOVAL OF THE CATTLE MARKET 
TO WILMINGTON, 


I wish to call the attention of drovers and 
butchers to the best location for the cattle 
market that there is in Massachusetts. This, 
I think, is at the junction of the Boston and 
Maine, and the Salem and Lowell railroads, 
in the town of Wilmington. Near this junc- 
tion there are hundreds of acres of land that 


| can be bought for less than $25 per acre, and 


a great portion of it is excellent land for grass, 
when cultivated and manured. 

Wilmington may be compared to a cart 
wheel lying horizontally, having almost an en- 
tire circle of cities for its rim, and railroads 
for is Establish the catth madkét 

ere, which would make the hub, and the 
wheel wouldgbe complete. The drovers are 
now paying a large tax for yarding their cattle 
and sheep. At this place the owners of the 
land could well afford to give the use of the 
yards for the manure, as good stable manure 
cannot be purchased in Wilmington at less 
than $12 per cord delivered on the field. 

+The Northern and the Eastern stock could 
reach this spot one hour earlier than they can 
Cambridge. The Western cattle could come 
trom Worcester to Groton Junction, and then 
over the Stony Brook road through Lowell to 
this place. The ride on the railroad for these 
cattle would be some longer, but they could 
be let from the cars right into the pens. 
Therefore it would take no longer to deposit 
them in the yards here, than it now does to 
deliver in the yards at Brighton. 

The butcher occupying a stall in Boston 
market house, could take the cars en the Bos- 
ton and Maine railroad, and arrive at this 
place in less time than is now required for 
bim to go to the yards in Brighton. Butchers 
at Salem and Peabody can take the Salem and 
Lowell road, and arrive at this place in one- 
half the time now occupied in going to Brigh- 
ton. Butchers at Nashua, Lowell, and Law- 
rence, Andover and Haverhill can leave their 
homes and arrive at this junction in one quar- 
ter of the time required for a journey to 
Brighton. 

If the drovers wish to visit Boston, after sell- 
ing their stock, they could step into the cars 
on the Boston and Maine road and arrive at 


telegraph has been put in operation, and a weekly} —wMr.H. W. Tilton, Walpole, Mass., has just Hay Market Square in Boston quicker than 


newspaper, called the “Suncook Valley Times, has | 


been established. The Times has already a sub- 


\ “es 
scription list of upward of two thousand names. | Scotland, a pair of pure Ayrshires. 


received per bark Melbourne, from Ardrossan, | 
These an-| 


The valley comprises a population of ten thousand | mals were selected from different breeders, with a 


inhabitants. : ¢ 
From the summit of the hills and mountain 


overlooking the valley views are obtained that | —At the sale of the late Marquis of Hasting’s thousand of acres of land on the west. 


| great deal of care. } 


they can now go from Brighton by the horse 
cars to Boston. 

A short distance at the northeast from this 
junction, is a large and beautiful swell of land, 
more than a mile in length, which overlooks 
This 


are surpassed by few other locations in the country. | stud, “Lady Elizabeth” was bid off for 600 guineas. | rise jg now covered with wood, and the land 


| A Farmers’ Club has been established in Pittsfield, | : . tire myhs ge ’ 
A glee club | “st year, at Danebury, she was bought in at) can be bought for a very little more than what 


and is fully attended by both sexes. 


adds greatly to the interest of its exercises. 

Measures have recently been taken to form an 
agricultural association, of all the valley towns, 
with a view to holding a fair next autumn, which, 
it is hoped and believed, will be successful. It will 
be managed by practical farmers, and the “round 
cap boys” will be excluded. 

The latest sensation amongst farmers in this sec- 
tion was created by the introduction of the “Dia- 
mond Churn.” The new churn has been tested in 
competition with other churns, and has beat them 
all on time and quantity of butter produced, In 
some instances it produced from eight quarts of 
cream, a pound of butter more than another churn. 
At a trial at my house with this churn and another 

pular one, twenty-two quarts of cream, divided 
Into e ual parts, produced butter in the Diamond 
in half the time required in the other, and nine 
ounces the most. I have no interest in the churn, 
but mention these facts for what they are worth. 

Pittsfield, N. H., Dec.10, 1868. P. C. Tree. 





ROOTING LIMBS OF TREES. 
A few weeks since there was aman in this neigh- 
borhood exhibiting a limb of an apple tree, on which 
he hac induced to grow, during the past season, a 
bunch of smal! fibrous roots as large as a peck meas- 
ure, by a process which he claimed to have dis- 
covered. He said he could take any limb or any 
number of limbs from a favorite tree, or any tree 
in bearing condition, and grow roots on it in one 
season, when it can be taken from the parent tree 
and set in the ground without checking its growth 
or bearing capacity. If this can be done every 
time, and he said it could, it must be quite an ad- 
vantage to those who wish to get an orchard in 
bearing immediately. 1 would like to have the 
opinion of experienced frait growers in relation to 
this discovery published in the Farmer. 
One INTERESTED. 
North Boscawen, N. H., Dec. 20, 1868. 
Remarks.—Grape vines, quinces, and several 
other vines, shrubs, &c., sre propagated by bend- 
ing down and covering a branch with earth; and 
it is possible that by some process apple tree limbs 
might be made to throw out roots, but we should 
doubt the practical utility of the process. Many 
plants will root very freely; others require more 
care. Sometimes the shoot is slit with a slanting 
cut, one-half or two-thirds of the diameter, and 
sometimes a narrow ring is taken from the bark of 
the part buried in the earth. 





ANOTHER CURE FOR SCRATCHES. 

I send you a receipt for the cure of the 
or scratches, that I have tried, and found to cure. 
It is this:—one pound of Epsom Salts, one pound 
of Sulphur, one pound Cream of Tarter, and four 
ounces of Saltpetre. Pulverize the Saltpetre, mix 
all together, and give the horse three | spoon- 
fuls at a dose in the feed, moistened, for three 
mo ; then skip three. Nine doses, cured a 
very case forme. I tried many outward ap- 
plications, but it still grew worse until I tried this 
and then it got well. The cause of the disease is 
in the system, and outward applications are not 
sufficient to cure. I have made a practice of feed- 
ing a little of the medicine at times since, and 
have not had a case since I used the medicine two 
years ago. SvuBscriper. 

Georgia Plain, Vt., Dec. 14, 1868. 


KICKING Cows. 


inksI can give our friend who is plagued b 
io we cs that will be © S 


benetit to 
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connectedwit h it, composed of males and females, | 6,500 guineas. 


tle | other fertilizer than water. 


. 
| —The Early Rose sprang from seeds in a potato | 


| ball. From the seeds of that one ball seven kinds | 
| 


of potatoes have been raised; and, what is stran- 
| ger than all, each of the seven varieties is excel- | 
| lent in its way. 

—Charles Heth, of Fond du Lac, while cutting 
hay in the mow recently, inhaled the dust from 
the plant known as “poison ivy,” which affected 
him so seriously that on Sunday his life was de- 
spaired of. His body swelied to the dimensions 
of a small hogshead. 

—An old stable builder in Baltimore says he 
has come to the conclusion, after 25 years’ trial, 
that a two-inch white pine plank floor, laid level, 
with a square iron 2x24 grating, so placed as to 
receive the urine, is the best arrangement for a 
horse. Clay, stones, concrete, &c.,herejects. .The 
width of a horse-stall should be four feet nine 
nches. 

—According to experiments made at the Michi- 
gan Agricultural College, the amount of milk 
consumed by pigs to produce one pound of in- 
crease was, for the first week, 7.20 lbs.; for the 
second week, 7.70 Ibs.; for the third week, 12.52 
Ibs.; and for the fourth week, 10.56 Ibs. Hence 
the younger the animal the more rapidly it gains. 


—The increase of the rabbits introduced into 
Australia from England has become so enormous 
that in some parts of the country they threaten 
to starve the sheep out of their runs. One farmer 
estimates that it will cost him £10,000 in wages 
to trappers and killers before he expels them from | 
his grounds. They are greedy for some of the | 
most beautiful cultivated flowers, and are becom- | 
ing the terror of horticulturists. | 





—An exchange, remarking on the chafing of the 
breasts of horses, says—‘‘The common practice of 
using pads or sheepskin under the collar is objec- 
tionable, especially in warm weather, because it 
accumulates heat and makes the breast tender. 
A better way is to take a piece of thick and smooth 
leather, cut iout just the size of the collar, or a 
little wider, and let it lie flat on the neck and 
shoulders of the horse. This will lie smooth on 
the neck, while the collar itself moves about, and 
so it will prevent chafing. In addition to this, let 
the breast of working-horses be washed off every 
night with clean water. 

} 








IRRIGATION IN WintER.—The popular idea 
that irrigation is good only for growing plants 
is erroneous. Water has a very important 
action upon any soil where there is good 
drainage, and makes the inert matter available 
for plant food. In the most successful case 
of irrigation that has come under our notice 
the water is kept running through the winter. 
The freezing in severe weather makes a com- 

lete covering of ice, which acts as a mulch. 

he grass starts early in the spring, and the crop 
is kept up to two tons to the acre, without any 
There is a mine of 
wealth in every brook that can be turned upon 
a dry soil, if the farmer will work it.—Rural 
New Yorker. 








the wood is worth that is standing on it. When 
cleared it would make one of the ‘most beau- 
tiful sites for a village that can be found in 
the State. 

The cattle markets have built up Brighton 
and Cambridge, and the land has now become 
too valuable for cattle and sheep to stand or 
walk upon. The bellowing of cattle, and the 
bleating of sheep and calves is not a very 
pleasant sound to most. of the residents in 
these villages, and their streets and sidewalks 
are so nice that cattle can scarcely be driven 
away from the yards without committing some 
damage for which the owner is liable. 

As the market in these places has thus be- 
éome a nuisance, and as real estate has greatly 
advanced, the butchers there might sell their 
property at a high price, and locate themselves 
at a much cheaper rate in Wilmington, where 
their slaughter houses could be so located with 
reference to the railroad track that the beef 
may be shifted from the hooks in the slaugh- 
ter house, to the hooks in a car made for the 
purpose, without lifting a single pound, and 
one long car, properly fitted up, would take 
forty oxen from this place to Boston, quicker 
than one horse can take four oxen from Brigh- 
ton to Boston in a wagon. Mutton, veal, & , 
might be transported in the same way, and 
the expense could not be great. Much more 
might be said of the advantages of Wilming- 
ton asa cattle market, but if the foregoing 
shall direct public attention to the subject, my 
present object will be accomplished. 

A. G. SHELDON. 

Wilmington, Mass., Dec. 28, 186%. 





For the New England Farmer, 
EUROPEAN BASKET WILLOW. 


Having seen an article in the New Enc- 
LAND Farmer of Dec. 21, in which remarks 
are made on the cultivation of what is there 
called ‘‘basket willow,” by Mr. E. Hersey of 
Hingham, and as he has ‘‘no time to answer 
questions, except through the Farmer,” I 
would, by your permission, use a small space in 
making the following inquiries : 

What'is the variety of willow referred to 
called by European growers and merchants 
and manufacturers of willow ware ? 

How long bas he had experience in growing 


| willow, and how many tons of willow has he 


rown, ‘harvested and sold, or used in manu- 
acture ? 

In concluding, how much can be realized 
per pound or per acre as profit? On how 
many years’ growth on the same land has he 
made his calculation? and what did he allow 
for interest on land, manure, planting, weed- 
ing, cutting, pitting, peeling, drying, tying up 
in bundles, effecting sales, and last, but of 
most consequence, the clearing of the land and 
having it fit for other crops after the willow is 
no longer profitable ? 

We have had one ‘‘willow fever,” but few 
who have been affected by it wish for a second 
attack; it may be, however, that we have not 
had the instruction we need, and as no wise 
farmer would t land to a new crop that 
will carry fifty of corn to the acre, un- 


less he has reasonable ground to expect a cor- 
responding amount of profit. Many readers 
of Mr. Hersey’s article will be grateful to 
him, if by answering the above inquiries he 
can assure them of success in the cu/tivation, 
harvesting and sale of said willow. 

If for any reason Mr. H. does not see fit to 
answer the above inquiries in detail, it is 


| hoped that he will make some reply to them, 


as we farmers now have time to compare ex 
periences and prepage to improve our circum- 
stances by planting the coming season such 
crops as may prove more profitable than corn. 
I would also inquire if Mr. I. has cultivated 
more than one variety of European willow, 
and if so, will he say by what name it is known ? 
Dec. 28, 1868. SALIX. 
For the New England Farmer, 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Among neighbors it is a point of honor never 
to interfere with another man’s trade. We all 
have something to sell,—some manufacture, 
some produce, or our own labor. When we 
seek a market for our commodity we feel cha- 
grined to find ourselves forestalled, the mar- 

and perhaps overstocked with ar- 
ticles | some unexpected source. 

This has been the feeling among farmers 
along the Canadian frontier, when they have 
raised a variety of produce to sell to pay tax- 
es, or to buy manufactured articles that hav 
paid a government license, and are therefore 
high, and find the market dull and prices low 
for the articles they wish to sell. They feel 
that while other things are high, their produce 
ought to bring a good price also, but they see 
drove after drove of Canadian horses, cattle 
and sheep, with car-load after car-load of but- 
ter, oats, wheat and flour, all paid for in spe- 
cie, and serving to depress American markets. 

Although these importations and their ef- 
fects bear more immediately upon the people 
near the frontier, yet the injury is a national 
one. The cities are the markets for the whole 
country, and the inhabitants thereof should be 
fed by the country to which they belong as far 
as the products will supply their wants. Still 
the buyers are not to blame for acting upon 
the principle of buying where they can buy the 
cheapest and selling where they can sell the 
dearest ; and consumers, whether of foreign 
brandy and wines, or of mutton and beef nat 
urally desire to pay as small duties as possi 
ble on things imported. 

The Canadian Provinces are devoted al- 
most entirely to agriculture. ‘The climate and 
soil is well adapted to raising grain and all 
animals. Their grain is as good as that raised 
in the States; their horses are notoriously 
hardy and smart; their mutton and beef is of 
| prime quality, and their wool, known as the 
| the Canada combing, brings the highest price 

in market. Now these things pay twenty per 
| cent. duty in gold, fully equal at times to thir 
| ty per cent. in greenbacks, besides some extra 
| freight. Nowif this produce, by a reciprocity 
| treaty, should come in free, the tendency 
would be to lower our prices thirty per cent 
if the supply was great, or equal to half that, 
in any case. The supply is almost unlimited 
This fall there was a drove of French cattle 
| driven back and forth on the other side the 
|line, and fifty of them were offered at seven 

dollars per head, rather than pay the duties 
| across. None of these were calves, but young 
| cattle, cowsandoxen. Droves have been con- 
| tinually coming from Canada into the States 
| during the season. I consider the protection 
| now given to farmers none too much; and that 
| all the benefit of a reciprocity treaty would be 

to the manufacturer, for certainly Canadians 
|do not wish to purchase our agricultural pro- 
| ductions, and England can supply them with 
| manufactured goods cheaper than they are gen- 
| erally produced in the States. 

On no account re-enact the reciprocity treaty. 

The Canadian people seem to have no good 
| will for, or sympathy with, the republicanism of 
| our government. Indeed the evidences of a 
| strong enmity have been manifested in years 
past, and need not bedwelt upon. Their far- 
| mers desire the advantages of the American 
market for their produce. Shall they have it 
on the same terms as those who pay the Na 
| tional debt ? 2. © 3. 
Trasburg, Vt., Dec. 25, 1868. 








Selections. 


GREAT EATERS. 

The fact that animals or a race of animals 
| are small eaters, or, in common language, easi 
ly kept, is generally, we believe, regarded by 
farmers as a high recommendation. Prof. J. 
Harris favors the ggeat eaters, in an article in 
the American Agriculturist, in which he says : 
It seems clear to my mind that there is an 
immense advantage in getting animals to eat, 
| digest, and assimilate a large amount of food, 
| for the simple reason that it takes a very large 
| proportion of the food to sustain the vital func- 
| tions, and all the growth of the animal is de- 
rived from the food eaten in excess of this 
}amount. I believe this is now the most im 
portant point to which breeders can direct 
their attention. The amount of offal in well- 
bred animals has been reduced by skilful 
| breeding to a minimum. Now let them aim 
to increase the digestive powers. Said an ex- 
perienced dairyman, ‘‘I never knew a cow that 
was a great milker that was not a great eater.” 
This is my idea exactly. And what we want 
isa breed that will eat 25 or 50 per cent. more 
in proportion to live weight than any animals 
we now have. They would, in proportion ti 
the food consumed, grow twice as fast as they 
now do. I have very little doubt as to the 
truth of this proposition; and if it is true, the 
sooner it is acknowledged and acted on by 

our breeders the better. 





MISTAKES OF SHEEP FARMERS. 


A large class of sheep farmers have made 
|two or three mistakes, and now threaten to 
make another. They had not firmness enough 
to go through a pinching time in the wool 
business without becoming discouraged, and 
to a greater or lesser degree sacrificing their 
flocks. Sheep that would have before long 
been in good demand, and brought a remu- 
| nerating price to those disposed to sell, have 
been recklessly crowded off at less than the 
| value of a single fleece, to be killed for thei: 
pelts with less than half a year’s growth ol 
wool on them. Secondly, many that have re- 
| tained flocks have abandoned improvements on 
| them; bred them, the past fall, to rams of in 
| ferior quality, or made the most irrational 
|erosses. Third, not a few farmers, we are 
| told, in certain portions of the country, are 
| preparing to make another egregious mistake 
| —namely, to give their sheep an excessively 
| poor wintering, feeding them very scantily and 
compelling them in a great measure to shift 
| for themselves. 

The folly of this last procedure is fully 
equal to that of either of the others; and it 
is barbarous as well as foolish. If sheep are 
| worth wintering, it is certainly more profita 
ble to give them a full supply of food, and thus 
preserve their lives and obtain their full amount 
of wool and lambs next spring, than it is togo 
to half the same cost for keep and have half 
or more of the sheep perish in March—lose 
half the value of the wool and nea:ly the en- 
tire drop of lambs. We question the moral 
right of any man thus purposely and without 
actual necessity, to subject to slow starvation 
and long protracted suffering any animal, and 
especially any domestic animal. And what 
shall we say of its humanity? Whoever has 
seen a flock perishing in March, from starved 
wintering, can bear witness to the utter mis- 
ery of the spectacle. Human beings seem to 
suffer no more. Does the prayer, **that mer- 
cy 1 to others show, that mercy show to me,” 
include nothing in its scope but men and 
women ?—Rural New Yorker. 





OVERCROWDING THE Crrims.—Under this 
title an excellent city paper says :—-‘**One of the 
most painful phenomena of modern life is the 
wide-spread tendency, on the part of young 
men, to flock to the great cities. With the 
best opportunities for success, quiet but steady 
in the pursuits of rural life, they are allured 
by dreams of quick’ fortunes and ease from 
toil in the great centres of business, and 
abandon with alacrity the certain for the vis- 
ionary. The simple truth is—and every young 
man who contemplates leaving bis country 
home for town life ought to heed it—the cities 
are, and have been for years, overcrowded. 
So far from having room for more, they could 
well spare a large surplus. The supply for 
situations such as most country boys desire— 
clerkships of the various kinds—is immensely 
in excess of the demand. For every position 
offered, hundreds of hungry applicants, skilled 
ae aa uired, lie in wait, and are 

too glad to get employment at any price. 
he above cansheninee be applied to young 
women with a double emphasis. 
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